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    ABSTRACT 
The study was about Operation Wealth Creation and Livelihoods of People With physical 

Disability (PWDs) in Nabwigulu Sub-county, Kamuli district. The study aimed at; 

establishing the extent of involvement and participation of PWDs in operation wealth 

creation, documenting the nature of services and products provided to PWDs by operation 

wealth creation, establishing the benefits of operation wealth creation towards PWDs 

livelihoods and finding out the challenges faced by people with physical disabilities in 

promoting their livelihoods through operation wealth creation. The study adopted a cross-

sectional and descriptive study design and targeted PWDs that were 18 years and above, 

OWC officials and local leaders. Purposive and simple random sampling techniques were 

used to select respondents. Questionnaire and interviews were used as data collection 

methods. Data analysis was both qualitative and quantitative as they complemented each 

other in generating true information. It was established that PWDs are less involved in 

operation wealth creation program being attributed to Program design which does not favor 

their involvement and PWDs having not been made aware of the benefits. Services provided 

by OWC to the few involved PWDs were Delivery of seeds to farmers, youth livelihood 

funds and training. The findings indicated that to a large extent, OWC has not changed the 

livelihoods of people with physical disabilities and benefits included self-employment, 

improved skills and food security. The challenges faced in promoting livelihoods of people 

with physical disabilities through OWC have ranged from physical disability to 

discrimination and lack of information.  It is evident that people with physical disabilities 

have not been involved in the current operation wealth creation. There is need for special 

attention to PWDs right from the program design to implementation and to build mechanisms 

into a framework that integratesandaccommodatedifferent stakeholder interests. 
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      CHAPTER ONE: 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background to the study  
According to the Uganda Bureau of Statistics. (UBOS (2012), Uganda is regarded as an 

agriculture-based economy and a food basket in the Eastern African region, given its ability to 

produce a variety of foods and in large quantities. It comprises of the food and cash crops 

production, livestock, forestry and fishing sub-sectors. These sub-sectors contributed 62, 8, 17 

and 13% respectively, to agricultural Gross Domestic Product (GDP) the financial year in 

2011/12, agriculture is considered an important sector that contributed 23.7 percent to GDP (at 

current prices) during that period. The agriculture sector, which is mainly subsistence, employs 

the largest proportion of Ugandas work force. During Uganda Housing and Population Census 

(2014), about 73 percent (81 percent female and 67 percent males) of the work force was 

employed in agriculture, making it the dominant economic activity at that time. The sector 

remains a major employer to date, with 70% and 66% of the working population engaged in 

agriculture during the financial years 2009/10 and 2010/11, respectively. The sector is crucial for 

general growth of the economy (providing inputs into the industrial sector) and poverty reduction 

especially among the rural poor for whom it provide employment. Agriculture is still a 

significant sector in Ugandas economy although its contribution to the total Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) has continued to decline over the years (Uganda National Household Survey, 

2014. Between 2010- 2013, Agriculture was contributing 83.5% to GDP. However, it declined 

by 14% in 2015. 

Globally, nearly half of worlds population live on less than $2.50 per day, and 10.7 percent of 

people live on less than $1.90 per day 22,000 children die each day due to poverty related issues 

like hunger and preventable diseases (The World Bank, 2016).  

It is further reported that over 750 million people do not have adequate access to clean drinking 

water, and disease from inadequate drinking water and sanitation kills 842,000 people each year 

(The World Bank, 2016). 


