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ABSTRACT

IndevelopingCountries,fetalwastagefrom slaughterofpregnantcattle(cowsand

heifers)andassociatedeconomiclossappearsubstantialwithnegativeimpactonthe

totalmeatproductionandnationalherdpopulationsincemostofthecowsslaughtered

arethoseinlineofreproductiveage.Thispracticeconstitutesabigdrainontheanimal

proteinavailabilityforhumanconsumptionindevelopingcountrieslikeUganda.This

motivatedaonemonth(from 15thMay-14thJune2021)prospectivestudytoevaluate

themagnitudeofslaughterofpregnantcattleinBugiriMunicipalAbattoiridentifyingthe

gestationalperiodatwhichtheyareslaughteredandsuggestedmeasurestobring

downthepracticeassessed.Thisentirelyinvolvedvisualinspectionoftheuterusand

CrownRumpLengthmeasuringtapetoidentifythegestationalage.Thisstudyshowed

aprevalencerateof12.3% pregnantcattleslaughtered.Italsoindicatedthat65.4%,

23.1%and11.5%ofthepregnantcattleslaughteredwereinthesecond,firstandthird

trimesterrespectively.Itisthereforerecommendedthatappropriatelegislationbeputin

placeandenforcedtocontroltheslaughterofpregnantcows.Alsoacomprehensive

antemortem inspectionshouldbecarriedoutbytheinspectingofficersinabattoirson

allfemaleanimalspresentedforslaughterforhumanconsumption.
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