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ABSTRACT

Themainobjectiveofthestudywastoestablishconstraintsandchallengesto

apicultureproductioninAlebtong district.A surveywasconducted intwo sub-

countiesofAweiandAloitowncouncilallofwhichhavearelativelylargenumberof

beekeepers.Atotalofonehundredfarmerswerepurposelyandrandomlyselectedto

respondtoastandardquestionnaire.Majorityofrespondentsweremalewith81%

dominanceoverthefemalewhomakeuponly19%. Majorityoftherespondents

weremarriedwith84%whilethedivorcedrespondentsmadetheleastpercentageof

3%.73% ofrespondentsattainedprimarylevelofeducationfollowedby17% in

secondary.Onepercentdidnotgotoschoolwhereasonly9%ofapicultureframersin

thedistrictattainedtertiaryeducation.MajorityofapiculturefarmersinAlebtong

districtfallbetweentheagegroupof35-50yearsfollowedbyadultsofmorethan50

yearsofageand3%arerespondentsbelow18years.34%ofrespondentshadtaken

4yearsandabove,30% havepracticedapiculturefor3yearswhile9% havedone

apicultureforlessthanayear.MajorityoffarmersinAlebtongdistrictpracticefixed

system ofbeekeepingwith88% ofrespondentswhileonly12% ofrespondentsdo

migratorysystem.80% offarmersin Alebtong districtusetraditionalbeehives,

followedbytransitionalbeehivesat20%whilemodernbeehiveusagestandsat0%.

Traditionalbeehivetypehasthehighestcolonizationrateat96%followedbyonly4%

fortransitionalbeehivetype.Respondentshighlypracticehygienehusbandryat

about42% followedbyrecordkeepingat16% whilediseasecontrolandcolony

managementaretheleastpracticedhusbandryat2% and1% respectively.Limited

knowledge is the majorconstraintand challenge facing apiculture farming in

Alebtongdistrictat70%.Thisisfollowedbypestandparasiteinfestationat16%and

diseaseoutbreakpresentedastheleastconstraintandchallengeat1%.Appropriate

preventionandcontrolmethodsofpestsandparasites,especiallyantsandbirds,

havetobefurtherstudied.Themethodsshouldbesafeandnotimposeriskstothe

bees’physiology.Also appropriate coping mechanisms forbeekeeping during

droughthavetobefurtherstudiedwhichdonotposehealthriskstothebees.


