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ABSTRACT

The study was carried out In- Serere County in Serere district: located in the eastern part of the:
district bordering Soroti district in ‘the south wesl, it targeted fish farming communities. Fish
farming is one of the economic activities doné by JTacmers in different communities in the world,
and Uganda as well It is also a means of fighting poverty and food insecurity. Serere farmers.
tpo are engaged in [ish farming. However, there is no documented information regarding how
fish farming has helped comimunities to alleviate cases of poverty and oed insecurity among fish

farmers in Serere County.

The study aimed at establishing the contribution of fish farming to improved livelihoods as well
as playing a part in ensuring [ood security is guaranteed in the county. Besides, it also targeted

establishing the factors that affects fish farming in the County,

A survey was conducted and purpesive sampling was employed and stru¢tured questionnaires
were used as a tool for collecting. data and the data was analyzed using SPSS 16.0 veision and

Microsoll excel.

The vescarch findings indicated that farmers had benefited from fish farming and it had
contributed to their improved welfare, food security, and healtheare among other benglits. 1t was
also evident that despite the contribution fish farming had brought in (o the communities. it had
some hindrances such as ne credit lacilivies, inadequate capital, inadequate extension services,

and thefl among others,

Basing. on the findings il was evident that there was a posilive rélationship berweenr fish farming
and farmers’ wellare as reflected in their standards of living. However, the study recommends
that, the Jocal authorities need to suppert farmers. by providing extension workers at each sub
county to be able 1o provide adequate-technical advice to farmers, loans with subsidized interest

should be provided to farmers 1o favor agro based enteiprises.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.0 BACKGROUND

According to the report by food and agriculture Organization of the United Nations on thé
state of world f1$heries and aquaculture states that the fish sector is a source of livelikoods of
the rural poor {FAQ, 2008). [n relation to the above staferment, fish' farming is one of the
measures to reduce the burden 61 poverty amang houscholds in many of the d'evelo_p"ing
COLHULIES. As_n'i'en'ghcme; (2003}, asscits that *fish 18 important in the humnaii nutrition as-an
excellent source of protein amino acids and omega 3 — fatty acids, Fish farming also is seen
as ar opportunity for rural development as it provides basic needs of the rural poor and as a
potentiat sofution o meeting increasing global demiand for profeins. improvement of
hausehold income and lood security, (Merino & Barange, 2012). * In Serere county fish
farming 1s being practiced and a number of farmers as an alternative source of houschold
icome, animal profein tnorder ta inprove their livefihoads, nutrition and healih, Despite the
farmers™ involvement in fish faeniing, e 1§ known about thelr benefits as far as

improvement of livelihodads is coicern.

1.1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

Fish farming in Secere is beéing practiced by some farmers. as an alternative source of
househeld income and to provide a source of food 1o their families to iniprove healih and
nulrition: Despite the farmers™ involvement in fish farming. there has beenr no available data
regarding the proficability of  fish production lo commuiities that are engagecj in it
Thereiore, providing a need (o assess the contribution of fish _|_3_r0d'uct"i'0n' to faimers’

Louséhold Income

1.2 OVERALL OBJECTIVES
Tao assess the contribution of fish farming towards .impi_'c'}.»fc'd_ fivelihoods of cemmunities in

Serere County.

L3 SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
i Todetermine the contribution of fish farming towards food security.
i..  To establish the benefits of (ish [‘zmning_ to the [armers i Sercre.

i To determine the factors that altect fish farming.
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